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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. If you have any questions regarding the procedure, ask your physician prior to signing the consent form. 
The Procedure:   Anoscopy is a procedure that enables a physician or gastroenterologist to view the anus and anal canal. First, the doctor performs a digital rectal exam. The doctor inserts a lubricated, gloved finger into the rectum to determine if anything will block the insertion of the scope.  The doctor then inserts a lubricated plastic anoscope a few inches into the rectum. This enlarges the rectum to allow the doctor to view the entire anal canal using a light. A specimen for biopsy can be taken if needed. As the scope is slowly removed, the lining of the anal canal can be carefully inspected.  This test is commonly used to determine if a patient has hemorrhoids, anal polyps, abscesses, inflammation, fissures, cancer or an infection. 

Benefits 

Your child might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee he/she will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Improved accuracy of diagnosis.

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors. 

1. There may be some bleeding.

2. The colon maybe punctured, necessitating further treatment.

3. There may be injury to adjacent organs.

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Not undergoing anoscopy.

2. X-ray diagnosis.

If you decide not to have this procedure, there may be associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risks, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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