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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly..

The Procedure:  A temporary apheresis catheter is a small, thin plastic tube that is inserted into a vein in the neck, shoulder, or the groin area.   The purpose of the catheter is to allow your blood to be withdrawn, separated, and returned to you during the apheresis treatments prescribed by your doctor.    Your temporary apheresis catheter can stay in for 2 – 3 weeks after it is placed.

Benefits

You may receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Ability to undergo the apheresis treatments prescribed by your doctor

2. Ability to have blood drawn from the catheter for the purpose of laboratory testing.

3. Ability to receive medications or transfusions through the catheter.

Risks

Medical and surgical procedures involve risks. No procedure is completely risk-free.  Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors.

1. There may be damage to a blood vessel caused by the needle or catheter, as it is advanced into the vein.  This could cause bruising or bleeding in the neck or groin area where the catheter was placed.

2. You may develop infection from the skin puncture or from the catheter itself.  This risk increases the longer the catheter is left in.

3. The artery in the neck, shoulder, or groin area may be punctured, which could cause bruising or bleeding.  In some cases this may require surgical correction.

4. If the catheter is placed in the neck vein or shoulder vein, you may develop a collapsed lung (pneumothorax) that may require temporary placement of a chest tube to re-expand the lung.

5. You may have experience discomfort or pain in the area where the catheter was placed.  Very rarely, there may be damage to the nerve in the area where the catheter was placed.

6. You may have an allergic reaction to the medication called lidocaine used to numb the area before it is placed.  

7. You may have an allergic reaction to the medication called heparin used to prevent the blood from clotting in the catheter. 

8. You may develop a blood clot in your vein leading to swelling, tenderness, warmth, and redness (deep vein thrombosis).  The clot may become dislodged and travel to your lung, which may cause difficulty breathing or even death.

9. You may suffer an embolus of air during the insertion or use of the catheter.  This can in rare cases, obstruct blood flow in the heart or brain leading to stroke or death.  

10. You may die from the procedure (less than one in 100,000.)           .

Alternatives

The alternatives to temporary apheresis catheter placement include:

1. Placing a needle in a vein in each of your arms, if your veins are adequate.

2. Not performing the procedure.
Alternatives include not undergoing the procedure.  However there are serious risks associated with this decision.  Therefore, if you decide not to have this procedure, please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risks, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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