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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:   An arterial (ART) line is a hollow plastic tube (much like an IV catheter). A doctor places the line in the patient’s wrist, elbow, or groin. In newborns it may be placed in the naval area of the abdomen. An ART line is attached to a monitor. It allows the nurses and doctors to observe the patient’s blood pressure continuously. 

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Facilitates access to blood for lab tests -- eliminates the need to be stuck with a needle repeatedly.

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors. 

1. There may be bleeding.  The ART line is in an artery. Should it become disconnected from the tubing or pulled out accidentally, a large amount of blood could be lost very quickly. 

2. You could develop infection or irritation. 

3. Air embolism:  A bolus of air in the bloodstream can travel to the lungs, heart, or brain, disrupting blood flow or causing brain damage or death. Air embolism is a risk when a line is inserted or removed and when tubings or caps are changed. The risk is increased if, while you're manipulating the system, the patient's intrathoracic pressure changes (for example, during coughing, sneezing, crying, or laughing). 

4. Venous thrombosis:  When the inner layer of a vein wall is injured, platelets and fibrin collect at the injury site, and an intravascular thrombus can form.

5. There may be ischemia and/or infarction of limb supplied by the artery.  Symptoms of ischemia include pain at rest, non-healing wounds, and gangrene.

6. There may be nerve damage to the limb supplied by the artery.

 7.Pain may be associated with this procedure and the healing process.

Alternatives

The alternatives include:

1. Not undergoing line placement.

2. Using other access sites.

Alternatives include not undergoing the procedure. However there are serious risks associated with this decision. Therefore, if you decide not to have this procedure, please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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