Patient Information

Instillation of Medicine into the Bladder
 revised December 2004
The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:  Superficial bladder tumors may be treated by tumor removal alone.  In some cases, your physician may recommend that medicine be placed in the bladder in order to eradicate residual tumor or to help prevent tumor recurrence. This form of treatment, which is called intravesical therapy, is conducted by instilling liquid medications through a catheter and into the bladder.  The catheter is usually placed and removed with each installation. These treatments are almost always administered on an outpatient basis.  A common course of intravesical therapy consists of one instillation per week for several weeks. 

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Improved probability of survival 

2. Eradication of residual bladder tumor

3. Reduced chance of bladder tumor recurrence

Risks 

Before undergoing this procedure, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free. The following risks may occur, but there may be unforeseen risks and risks that are not included on this list. Some of these risks, if they occur, may necessitate additional surgery, prolonged hospitalization, and/or extended outpatient therapy to permit adequate treatment.

1. Bleeding in the bladder or urethra may occur during or after the procedure. You may need additional treatment to stop the bleeding or to remove blood clots. Bleeding is rarely life-threatening and seldom necessitates a blood transfusion. Should a transfusion become necessary, separate information is available regarding blood transfusion, products, and alternatives. 

2. You may develop an allergic reaction to drugs and/or equipment.

3. The healing process may take longer than expected. You may have a scar, permanent deformity, or other problem that may require further surgery.

4. You may develop an infection.  This infection may be life threatening and can occur in any part of the body, including the lungs (pneumonia), urine, or blood stream.

5. The procedure may not achieve the expected results.

6. Pain may occur during and after the procedure.

7. You may have pain with urination, frequent urination, intense urge to urinate, fatigue, weakness, and low grade fevers while undergoing installations.

8. There may be injury or damage to the urinary bladder or urethra.

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Not undergoing the procedure

2. With more aggressive cancers, options may include removal of the bladder, intravenous chemotherapy, and/or radiation.

If you decide not to have this procedure, there are associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risks, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure please ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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