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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:  Adult brain tumor is a disease in which cells (benign or malignant) begin to grow at an abnormal rate within or next to tissues of the brain. The brain controls memory and learning, senses (hearing, sight, smell, taste, and touch), and emotion. It also controls other parts of the body, including muscles, organs, and blood vessels. There are treatments for all patients with an adult brain tumor. Three kinds of treatment are used: Surgery, radiation therapy, and chemotherapy.   Surgery is the most common treatment of adult brain tumors. To take out the tumor from the brain, a doctor will cut a part of the bone from the skull to get to the brain. This operation is called a craniotomy. After the doctor removes the tumor, the bone will be put back or a piece of metal or fabric will be used to cover the opening in the skull.  For patients with brain tumors, surgical resection is often the ideal first treatment; in some tumor types, such as meningiomas, surgery may be curative.  However, the proximity of vital brain structures may limit the ideal goal of complete tumor removal with preservation of function.  Surgery may not be offered to patients who might benefit from it on the assumption that their tumor is too close to areas responsible for controlling movement or speech. 

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Complete or partial resolution of symptoms

2. Complete or partial removal of tumor

3. Improved quality and/or quantity of life

4. Improved accuracy of diagnosis, allowing specific treatment

Risks 

Before undergoing this procedure, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors.

1. Bleeding may occur during or after the procedure.  Bleeding can be life-threatening.  If the bleeding occurs after the procedure, you may need additional treatment to stop the bleeding or to remove blood clots.

2. You may also need blood transfusions.  You will sign a separate consent authorizing transfusions if necessary.  Separate information is available regarding blood transfusion, blood products, and alternatives to transfusion.
3. You may develop an allergic reaction to the medications used during the procedure.

4. You may experience pain as a result of this procedure.

5. You may develop an infection from the procedure, but this is rare.

6. You may experience a stroke, epilepsy, or paralysis of any part of the body.

7. There may be permanent loss of sensation of any part of the body.

8. You may develop neurologic deficits, including vision change, loss of speech ability, difficulty with chewing or swallowing, loss of hearing, facial movement, and/or facial sensation.

9. You may die from complications of the procedure.

Alternatives

If surgery is not feasible because of the location or size of the tumor or your medical condition, alternatives include:

1. Radiation therapy

2. Chemotherapy 

3. Biological therapy (using the body's immune system to fight cancer)

4. Clinical trials

5. Brain tumor biopsy

If you decide not to have this procedure, there are associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, ask your physician prior to signing the consent form. 
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