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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly

The Procedure:  Chest tubes are placed to drain fluid, blood, or air from the space around the lungs.  Some diseases, such as pneumonia and cancer, can cause an excess amount of fluid or blood to build up in the space around the lungs (pleural effusion).  Chest tube placement involves placing a hollow plastic tube between the ribs and into the chest to drain fluid or air from around the lungs and allow the lung to re-expand.  The tube is often hooked up to a suction machine to help with the drainage of the fluid, blood, or air.  The tube remains in the chest until all or most of the air or fluid has drained out.   Tube placement is usually performed for:

· Collapsed lung (pneumothorax):  Air may accumulate around the lung as a result of lung disease, trauma or certain procedures.  

· Infection:  Fluid may build up around the lung that is infected, or the fluid around the lung may become infected.

· Comfort:  A large build-up of air or fluid in the chest may make it difficult to breathe.

· Injury:  A chest injury may cause the lungs to collapse. 

· Surgery:  One or more chest tubes are usually inserted during surgery on the heart and/or lungs..
Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risks.

1. Lung expansion.

2. Drainage of fluid, including infected fluid.

3. Decreased shortness of breath.

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors.

1. Bleeding may occur during or after the procedure.  Blood vessels in the skin or chest wall may be nicked; usually the bleeding stops on its own.  On rare occasions, bleeding may require reoperation to control it.

2. You may experience pain during placement and after the chest tube insertion. 

3. You may develop an infection.

4. You may still experience symptoms from your disease after the chest tube is removed

5. The chest tube may perforate the lung.

Alternatives

Alternatives include not undergoing the procedure. However there are serious risks associated with this decision. Therefore, if you decide not to have this procedure, please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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