Patient Information
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revised December 2004
The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly.
The Procedure:   Electric cautery uses high frequency current to destroy and remove disfiguring skin growths.  The procedure is performed under local anesthesia; stitches or dressings are not required.  The procedure is often used to treat  common warts, papillomas, skin tags, seborrheic keratosis, and skin growths.
Benefits

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Relief of pain 

2. Cosmetic improvement

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.   No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors. 

1. There will be some scarring. 

2. You may develop an abnormal response to skin healing and these people may get larger scars than usual (keloids and hypertrophic scarring). 

3. There may be infection and bleeding.

4. Pain may be associated with this procedure and the healing process

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Continued observation

If you decide not to have this procedure, there are associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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