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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:   Intra-uterine devices (IUD) are used to minimize probability of becoming pregnant.  A device is inserted into the uterus, with any sensation of discomfort usually lasting only a day or two.  Contraception by IUD approximates the effectiveness of birth control pills, with only a very slight chance of pregnancy.  An IUD may not become effective immediately, so alternative forms of birth control should be used until one full menstrual period has elapsed since insertion of the IUD.  

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Control of pregnancy.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Risks 

The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 
1. Bleeding may occur during or after the procedure.

2. The device may fail to achieve the desired results; you may become pregnant.

3. You may experience recurring pain in the pelvic area.

4. You may develop an abnormal or tubal pregnancy.

5. There may be a perforation or puncture of the uterus.

6. There may be injury to or inflammation of the stomach lining.

7. There may be damage to the intestines and urinary system.

8. You may develop an allergic reaction to drugs and/or equipment.

9. You may become ill from an infection after the procedure. Any infection might require you to stay in the hospital a long time or require you to get antibiotics through your veins at home for a long time.

10. You may die from complications of the procedure.

 11. Pain may be associated with this procedure and the healing process. 

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Not undergoing the procedure

2. Use of alternate forms of birth control (pills, condoms, diaphragms, implants)

3. Sterilization procedures

If you decide not to have this procedure, there are associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

 If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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