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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly
The Procedure:   Mohs micrographic surgery is a method of excising skin cancers in layers.  The entire edge and undersurface of each layer is then examined under the microscope for the presence of cancer cells.  Where further cancer is noted, additional layers are taken until a level free of tumor is reached.  By removing tissue only where cancer is known to be present, the technique combines a high cure rate with good preservation of normal skin.  The extent and depth of the tumor determine the number of layers of surgery necessary to remove a skin cancer.  There is no way to determine beforehand how many layers will be needed to remove the cancer or how large a defect will result when all the cancer is finally removed.  Also, more than one surgical procedure may be necessary to remove large or very invasive tumors, cancer in difficult areas, or to obtain the best cosmetic result.  After the cancer is removed, the wound may be allowed to heal naturally, your doctor may surgically repair the defect or you may be asked to consult with another specialist for further care.  Photographs are taken before, during, and after surgery, and at follow-up visits; these are used for medical documentation.

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Removal of skin cancer

2. High cure rate

3. Maximum preservation of surrounding normal tissue

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors.

1. You may develop infection or inflammation.

2. There may be some bleeding.

3. You may experience edema (swelling) or other discomfort.

4. There may be injury to deeper structures, such as nerves, blood vessels, and muscles.  Nerves controlling muscle movement and sensation may be damaged.  This may be permanent.

5. The surgery may fail to achieve expected results, necessitating further treatment.

6. The tumor may recur.

7. Adjacent tissue damage may occur. 

8. The healing process may take longer than expected:  visible scarring and deformity may occur.  This may need further treatment.

9. Minor, serious or life-threatening reactions can occur with the use of anesthetics or with medication given before, during, or after surgery.

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Radiation therapy

2. Other types of surgery (e.g., cryosurgery, laser surgery, excision, curettage and electrodesiccation)

If you decide not to have this procedure, there may be associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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