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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:  The obstetrical ultrasound is widely used in assessment of pregnancy.  This test uses sound waves to bounce off the tissues and create a picture.  The exam provides a very basic look at the baby’s anatomy and does not: 

· Determine the sex of the baby

· Evaluate for birth defects, fetal anomalies, or chromosomal status

· Guarantee a normal pregnancy or normal outcome for the baby

· Accurately estimate fetal age and weight

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. The number of babies and their positions

2. Heartbeat and movement of the baby, showing it is alive

3. Location of the placenta (afterbirth)

4. Amount of fluid in the womb (amniotic fluid)

5. Approximate age of the baby (to estimate the due date)

6. A very basic look at anatomy (for measurements)

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential. No procedure is completely risk-free. 

Although no harmful effects to the baby have been found, there may be risks yet unidentified.

Alternatives

Alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Full diagnostic ultrasound for diagnosis of genetics and anatomical testing

2. Not undergoing the procedure

Whatever you decide, please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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