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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 
The Procedure:   Orthognathic surgery involves surgical repositioning of parts or all of the upper or lower jaws. This may include the insertion of implants and the use of wires, plates and screws to provide fixation.

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Improve the bite

2. Improve function

3. Improve appearance

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors. 

General Risks

1. Pain

2. Infection

3. Bleeding including transfusion and risks (AIDS, hepatitis, coagulation problems, etc.)

4. Swelling-short and long term

5. Facial discoloration or bruising

6. Failure to achieve optimal results

7. Poor healing, non-union

8. Muscular injury and stiffness

9. Need for additional surgeries

10. Changes in the bite

11. Changes in TMJ function

12. Scarring

13. Relapse, regression

14. Depression

15. Damage to or loss of teeth

16. Loss of bone

17. Need for continuing orthodontic care

18. Need to remove wires, plates, screws

19. Limited post-operative jaw opening and movements-temporary or permanent

20. Periodontal defects

21. Cosmetic changes-favorable or unfavorable

22. Damage to orthodontic appliances

23. Another procedure, or additional surgery may be required

Maxillary (Upper Jaw) Surgery

1. Sinus infections

2. Oroantral fistulas, oronasal fistulas(openings into sinus and nose)

3. Numbness of upper lip, teeth, nose-temporary or permanent

4. Ear pain, congestion

Mandibular (Lower Jaw) Surgery

1. Numbness of lip, chin, tongue, lower teeth-temporary or permanent

2. Unfavorable surgical bone splits

3. Facial nerve paralysis or weakness-temporary or permanent

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. No treatment

2. Non-surgical orthodontic treatment

If you decide not to have this procedure, there may be associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risk, benefits or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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