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The purpose of this document is to provide written information regarding the risks, benefits and alternatives of the procedure named above.  This material serves as a supplement to the discussion you have with your physician. It is important that you fully understand this information, so please read this document thoroughly. 

The Procedure:  Tympanoplasty involves a surgical incision in the ear canal to access the eardrum and middle ear.   In some cases, the eardrum is completely reconstructed.

Benefits 

You might receive the following benefits.  The doctors cannot guarantee you will receive any of these benefits.  Only you can decide if the benefits are worth the risk.

1. Improved hearing

Risks 

Before undergoing one of these procedures, understanding the associated risks is essential.  No procedure is completely risk-free.  The following risks are well recognized, but there may also be risks not included in this list that are unforeseen by your doctors.

1. Infection may develop following surgery in rare cases (about 1%).  Should infection occur, hospitalization for antibiotic therapy may be prolonged.  Additional surgery may be necessary to control infection.  Severe infections may jeopardize the surgical result and require later reoperation.

2. Loss of hearing:  In about 3% of cases, the hearing is further impaired permanently due to the extent of the disease or due to complications in the healing process.  On occasion, there is total loss of hearing in the operated ear.  In some cases, a two-stage operation is necessary; the hearing is usually worse after the first operation and until reconstruction is possible.

3. Tinnitus:  Should the hearing be worse following stapedectomy, tinnitus (head noise) likewise may be more pronounced.

4. Dizziness may occur immediately following surgery due to swelling in the ear and irritation of the inner ear structures.  Some unsteadiness may persist for a week postoperatively. On rare occasions, dizziness is prolonged and may require additional surgery.

5. Taste disturbance and mouth dryness is not uncommon for a few weeks following surgery.  In 5% of cases, this disturbance is prolonged.

6. Facial paralysis:  An uncommon postoperative complication of ear surgery is temporary paralysis of one side of the face.  This may occur as a result of an abnormality or a swelling of the nerve and usually subsides spontaneously.  On very rare occasions, the nerve may be injured at the time of surgery.  If the injury is severe, a nerve portion may need to be excised.  When this happens, a skin sensation nerve is removed from the upper part of the neck to replace the facial nerve.  Paralysis of the face, under these circumstances, might last six to 18 months and there may be permanent residual weakness.  Eye complications requiring additional treatment may be necessary.

7. The healing process may take longer than expected; there may be scarring or the need for further surgery. 

8. The operation may fail to achieve the desired results.  

9. There may be some postoperative pain      

     as a result of this procedure.

Alternatives

The alternatives to this procedure include:

1. Not undergoing the surgery

2. Delaying surgery

3. Taking medications

If you decide not to have this procedure, there may be associated risks to this decision.  Please discuss it with your doctor.

If you have any questions regarding the procedure, risks, benefits, or alternatives to this procedure, ask your physician prior to signing any consent forms.
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